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Dishonesty: Fake degrees plague officials

see Page 3
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Right of Way?
UTPA student injured in the crossfire between cars, construction and
campus congestion

By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American

Heavy Lifting
Avid power lifter Stephen
Mulholland once said, “I can
squat, and will continue to
squat. When I die, I'll need a Tshaped coffin.”
Such
enthusiasm
is
noticeable in a small but tightknit group of power lifters led
by Coach Cody Colchado and
Robert Contreras who are
champions in the sport. UTPA
powerlifters are ready for their
first-ever collegiate championship in Baton Rouge, LA, in
April, competing with the likes
of West Point, Texas Tech, and
reigning champ LSU.
See Page 16.

Hollywood
meets the Valley
Male and female students,
faculty, businesspeople and community members alike from
across the Rio Grande Valley,
who are interested in filmmaking,
are producing original cinematic
creations, such as shorts, features and film festivals. These
filmmakers are working to make
this as competitive an area as the
rest of the state in the independent film industry.
See Pages 8 & 9.

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

ACCIDENT — A UTPA student was taken to McAllen Medical Center after she was hit by a truck which allegedly
failed to stop at a pedestrian crossing on campus Wednesday.
dent is considered a Class C misdemeanor and the driver could be fined up
to $500.
The paths leading to higher educaRosa explained that busy schedtion may no longer be safe for pedestri- ules are sometimes the root cause of
ans. This was the message sent to The such accidents.
University of
“Sometimes
Te x a s - P a n
people are so
American stucaught up with the
d e n t s
hustle and bustle
Wednesday, as
of school,” he
a walking stusaid. “People are
dent became
so much in a
victim to a
hurry.”
driver allegedly
De la Garza
failing to yield
added that he
at a marked
believed this accicrosswalk.
dent should be
University
considered a seriPolice
conous matter due to
Franco Caballero/The Pan American the fact that it
firmed that a 24year-old female
required hospitalization.
student was struck by a white Chevrolet
Raul
Gutierrez,
a
UTPA
pickup at approximately 12:30 p.m.
Asst. Police Chief Peter de la
Garza of the Edinburg Police
Department said the victim sustained
head injuries and was transported to
McAllen Medical Center. The accident
occurred when the truck was exiting
the south side of Edinburg Baseball
Stadium, turning eastbound on
Schunior.
Sgt. Jamie Rosa, of the EPD
groundskeeper, saw the victim lying on
Traffic Investigator Unit, said that at the street after the accident occurred.
this point no citations have been issued According to Garza he and a co-worker
to the driver, an 18-year-old UTPA stu- were returning from a lunch break and
dent. However, he said that this acci- were headed toward the Stadium where

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Raising the
Bar: UTPA
toughens
admission
process

the accident had happened moments
earlier.
Gutierrez said he saw a woman,
who he presumed was also a UTPA student, trying to help the victim.
“When the ambulance got there
they checked her out and put her on a
stretcher,” Gutierrez said. “I think she
was badly hurt because she was lying
on the floor. That is all I saw and then I
took off because I didn’t want to see
anymore.”
Edward
Garza,
another
groundskeeper, arrived with Gutierrez
and was shocked to see a girl lying in
the middle of the street.
Overcome with emotion, Garza
said, “I saw the girl lying on the floor.
She looked motionless, almost dead. It
was quite an eerie sight.”
Garza feels pedestrians no longer
have rights, and added that people in
cars do not take the time to notice walk-

"I saw the girl lying on the
floor. She looked motionless,
almost dead."
- Edward Garza, UTPA groundskeeper
ing pedestrians.
“Most people are so much in a
hurry in their cars or on their cell
phones and not paying attention,”

See VICTIM page 11

The University of Texas PanAmerican has changed its admissions
requirements and starting next fall all
aspiring students will have to meet a
minimum score of 15 on their ACT in
order to enroll.
In part, the new rule intends to
change the student mentality toward the
ACT exam. In the past, graduating high
school students would pay little or no
attention to their ACT scores, as UTPA
guaranteed acceptance to applicants in
the top 25 percent of their class who met
the recommended high school curriculum and minimum Texas Higher
Education Assessment (THEA) scores.
But that is a thing of the past and slacking off on the ACT is no longer an option.
UTPA’s admissions committee did
not come up with this new requirement
from one day to the next. The new
requirement has been under review since
November 2002. Moreover, the ACT
score requirements will climb every two
years until reaching 18 for the fall semester of 2011.
Some argue that this change in
admission requirements is necessary to
improve the University’s reputation.

See ADMISSIONS page 11

Breaking the cycle:
New ACT standards schedule to take effect next fall
Fall 2005 minimum ACT score of
15 (SAT of 710)
Fall 2007 minimum ACT score of
16 (SAT of 760) and graduate with
RHSP* diploma or equivalent
Fall 2009 minimum ACT score of
17 (SAT of 810) and graduate with
RHSP *diploma or equivalent
Fall 2011 minimum ACT score of
18 (SAT of 850) and graduate with
RHSP* diploma or equivalent
Source: UTPA Admissions Office
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From the Chief’s Desk…
University Police have issued a statement announcing
that parking lot C in front of the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium will be closed from Feb. 21 - 27 to accommodate Fiesta Edinburg. Students are advised to use
alternative parking lots. Over 500 parking places have
been designated for student parking northeast of the
Stadium. Shuttle services will operate to and from the
new lot during scheduled hours, Monday through
Friday 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
To the editor:
What Adrian Morales doesn’t realize is
that he has participated in the top brain washing institution in our country: the military. It
seems that Adrian is soley upset because Dr.
Freeman contradicts what he was indoctrinated to believe in. Under the Bush administration, America’s purpose in invading other
countries has not been to spread democracy, it
was to further its own interests and spread
capitalism under the guise of defeating
“weapons of mass destruction”, then “terrorist
links”, and then whatever else was convenient: “spreading democracy”. We invaded Iraq
because Donald Rumsfeld was adamant about
testing our new “groundless” high tech army,
because Iran was possibly producing nuclear
weapons and Iraq is in a strategic location and

because Israel has a powerful grip on US
Foreign policy that promotes hostility towards
Arab nations. It is not our job to support a
president simply because he is in office. As
human beings, it is in our best interest to look
around and analyze what is occurring in our
societies and environment and cultivate independent thought through a variety of research.
As Americans we are obliged to make sure
that the people elected into office are doing
what is expected of them. It is continuous
work. It is our duty to voice opposition when
leaders are pillaging our resources and placing
domestic and foreign citizens in peril with
their policies, particularly when none of it is
for a better good. As for Dr. Freeman, I
applaud his activism. Adrian’s statement that
professors stick to course appropriate content
is assuming that as students, all that we should

demand out of professors is to be read to out
of a textbook and this should be the length we
are willing to go to receive a degree.
Professors are expected to publish; therefore,
they should at least have their own experiences in their respective fields, do research,
meet others with or in opposition to their own
opinion, and write. I expect a professor to
challenge her/his students and regard critical
thinking in the classroom as the norm(unlike
Adrian who seems to be advocating against
it). I advise students to take Adrian’s example and do exactly the opposite. Read, probe,
be active, learn, fail, succeed, and have your
own experience. Don’t just follow without
question.
Josi Mata
anthropology, senior
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Fake degrees spark controversy
Officials investigate
possible high-level
fraud with diplomas
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
They work at NATO headquarters and the
Pentagon, holding jobs that run the gamut
from safety engineers at nuclear power
plants to weapons experts. And, according to
a government report released last Tuesday,
they may have degrees from phony schools.
The General Accounting Office,
Congress’ investigative branch, made a
recent statement to a Senate committee that
463 government employees had received
degrees from unaccredited schools.
The Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee Chair Sen. Susan Collins, RMaine, requested this investigation, which
also found that 28 high-level employees including three National Nuclear Security
Administration employees with top-secret
security clearance - had degrees from what
are known as “diploma mills.”

Collins believes the findings of this investigation cast serious doubt on the genuine
qualifications and integrity of the employees,
many of whom work in sensitive areas, and
that this may cause a breach of trust for citizens whose taxes pay employee salaries.
“We have clear evidence that tax dollars
are being wasted on bogus degrees from
unaccredited institutions that the federal
government does not even recognize,” said
Collins. “It is also cause for great concern
that federal officials who hold high-ranking
positions, and security clearances in some
instances, have degrees from diploma mills.”
These diploma mills are often hard to distinguish from unaccredited but legitimate
schools. Diploma mills sell degrees and print
fake transcripts for a flat fee of $1,000 or
more. Unaccredited schools offer true distance-learning programs with real course
work and tests. Others grant degrees to students based on such ambiguous qualifications such as life experience.
According to congressional testimony,
more than 200 diploma mills are in operation
in the United States and abroad, making at
least $200 million a year from selling fake
degrees.
To combat this recent spat of degree fraud
the U.S. Department of Education has
unveiled a Web site with a list of 6,900 institutions that have proper accreditation, to help

employers distinguish real universities from
the phonies.
The database, which will periodically be
updated, is compiled entirely from information widely available to the public that was
obtained by the Department of Education as

“The institution suffers
because they get a lower
work performance than
they expected.”
- Susan Griffith,
Executive Director of the Office of
Institutional Research and
Effectiveness
of January 2005, and from recognized
accrediting agencies and state approval
agencies.
UTPA is on the list of such institutions, as
it is accredited by the Commission of
Colleges of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools. It is accredited to
award bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees.
Susan Griffith, executive director of the
UTPA Office of Institutional Research and

Effectiveness, predicts it will be tougher to
pass off a fake degree in the future.
“Since these scandals have come to light
in the past few decades in increasing numbers, some agencies have instituted mandatory reference and degree checking,” said
Griffith.
“Individuals at UTPA are required to submit original transcripts and search committees are required to check references.”
Rep. Michael Castle, R-Del., announced
the Web site with other members of
Congress, as part of a campaign to make the
public aware of the fake degree problem.
“They are basically fraudulent and they
are worthless in terms of being a real
degree,” said Castle, who serves as the chairman of the House Subcommittee on
Education Reform. “The public basically is
being cheated.”
Griffith agrees this is a no-win situation.
“No one gains when someone falsifies
his/her academic record. The liar suffers
from lack of character,” said Griffith. “The
institution suffers because they get a lower
work performance than they expected.”
“When the truth comes out, the individual’s family suffers from lack of trust in a
loved one.”
The U.S. Department of Education list of
accredited schools can be found at
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/.

Faculty workshop to
spread writing value
By ANGELA SALAZAR
The Pan American
For many writing is a treat, something that
helps motivate and get ideas out of the mind
and onto paper, and eventually into action.
Others however, may find writing a tedious,
time-consuming act, done only when required
in class. A group called the Writing Across the
Curriculum Task Force, in conjunction with the
University of Texas-Pan American faculty,
plans on stressing the importance of writing to
everyone.
A series of workshops and reading groups
are going on throughout the semester, targeted
specifically at faculty. The workshops are
designed to help teachers implement writing as
an important tool in the learning process for
their classes.
“Writing Across the Curriculum Task Force
was appointed by the Provost about two years
ago,” said Judy Davidson, task force chair and
director of the University Writing Center.
“It is an effort to raise awareness about writing across campus,” Davidson said.
Faculty on campus want to make sure that
no matter what major students are going into,

they realize writing is an essential part of it.
Wednesday was the first of these workshops, where it was explained to faculty and
staff how to use writing to save class time, and
how important writing is to all aspects of learning.
Faculty members want to make sure that
writing is being used as effectively as possible
in the classroom. They also want to save time.
“The students did the writing assignment
mostly out of class, and I skipped over the lecture that covered the material they were writing
about,” said Michael Weaver, assistant dean for
the College of Arts and Humanities.
Using this method in the classroom would
not only save class time, but also ensure that
more learning takes place.
Most instructors try to lecture on everything
on the syllabus and end up behind because of
time restrictions or material not being grasped
by the students. By having half the curriculum
written and the other half by lecture, the idea is
that students will learn more in less time.
Although writing is essential to those in the
communication and English departments, it is
still a toss-up in other departments such as biology or pre-med programs. It just seems the

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

WORKSHOP - Yesterday, at the library research room, faculty met to work on
implementing writing tools into their classrooms.
natural order of things: English students write
and biology students experiment. But the gap is
closing on that old stereotype and more writing
is about to be done in other majors.
“I can read the chapter and write about it,”
said Mona Garza, pre-dentistry student at
UTPA. “But it’s easier to have a professor
explain the how and why. The book can say
what it is but a professor can show you.”
The workshops are designed to help professors better their classes and improve the student
learning process. This is just one of the ways
the UTPA campus is trying to improve the
quality of education.

There is also a plan in the works to create an
undergraduate research journal at UTPA,
which will feature student writing and train
undergrads for the rigors of graduate school. A
working group led by Stephen Oliver of the
Philosophy department is hammering out the
details of Borderline, the working title for the
journal. The group hopes to get the journal,
which will employ the Writing Across
Curriculum program and various other rubrics
of student scoring and improvement, up and
running in the next year. Borderline is designed
to make the most of the University’s long-term
push toward enhanced research capability.

February 17, 2005
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Familiar face enters mayoral race
By KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American
MCALLEN - A familiar name to Valley politics
has decided to enter the mayoral race once
again.
Othal Brand, former mayor of McAllen, has
joined the list hoping to lead this Valley town
after elections in May.
“My doctor has noted, I am a strong and
healthy 85-year-old in remarkable condition,
and I am not going to deny my age, but I am in
top condition,” Brand said.
Brand was born in Georgia and grew up on a
farm, where he says he learned much about agriculture and how hard work can lead to success.
He grew up to become one of the most profitable farmers in the nation, with business ventures in many countries. Brand also lived
through the Depression and World War II, and
volunteered to go to war after Pearl Harbor.
Known as the “Onion King,” he built an ag
empire in the Valley and parlayed a strong leadership style into a long tenure as a local politician of note.

When asked what
he saw for McAllen’s
future, he said, “I
always planned with a
vision for the next 30
to 40 years. Right now
we are at a crucial
time, because we have
heavier traffic, a
crowding problem, and
a drainage system that
needs upgrading, since
BRAND
in the next few years
we will have doubled
and will eventually become one of the largest
mega-plexes in the state of Texas.”
He feels the demand to plan now for this
growth.
He added that a mayor needs to work together with the City Commission and surrounding
cities to meet growth demands. McAllen now
has over 115,000 residents, and Hidalgo County
counts over 600,000.
“What I did was work very hard to assemble the facts that led to sound decisions,” Brand

Yearly Mexican voyage
confronting new issues
Border strife rising as May trip nears
By RENEE CAVAZOS
The Pan American
Mexico is one of the world’s top tourism
spots, and for the past four years, the
University of Texas-Pan American has
made a point of visiting its neighbor
through the Study Abroad Program, two
weeks out of every year.
Yet violence and drug trafficking are on
the rise in Mexico, as recent reports have
indicated. A press release from the
Mexican Tourist Board earlier this year
advised travelers and tourists to “exercise
extra caution when traveling to border
towns.”
Warning tourists further, the advisory
said, “Drug trafficking is an activity to
which no country is immune, although the
violence associated with it almost never
touches the tourist or occurs in tourist destinations.”
Similar press releases from the U.S.
State Department were also issued, emphasizing and recognizing the continual plague
of drug-related violence in recent months.
“While U.S. citizens not involved in
criminal activities are not targeted, innocent bystanders are at risk from the
increase in violence in the streets of border
cities,” said one report.
The press release went on to say,
“Visitors are very vulnerable when visiting
‘red light districts,’ particularly if they are
departing alone in the early hours of the
morning.”
Hugo A. Garza Ramirez, an employee in
the Commercial/Economic division at the
Consulado de Mexico, feels that the media
weren’t very accurate in their reporting of
the safety situation in Mexico, and in turn

could harm the economy which depends to
an extent on visitors from the north.
“In some areas of Mexico, there are
drug trafficking fights between gangs, and
they advise that they be aware so that they
will stay away from the drug area in the
early hours in the morning,” said Ramiez.
“But if you travel to any city, even in the
U.S., and you are in a district that sells
drugs probably you would have the same
amount of trouble.”
Ramirez also commented that almost all
of the violence is secluded to “red zones,”
meaning only certain areas of specific
towns are susceptible. Most of the fighting
is among rival gangs and drug distributors,
and as long as tourists are not involved in
drugs, he claims there should not be a problem.
William W. Thompson, professor of
marketing at UTPA, has been head of the
Mexico Study Abroad program since it
began back in 2000. He teaches a class during a two-week bus tour that takes students
to
Monterrey,
Saltillo,
Zacatecas,
Guadalajara, Tequila, Mexico City,
Queretero, and San Luis Potosi.
The course is called “Doing Business in
Mexico” and counts for three credit hours.
The class fits into several curriculums in
the College of Business, such as management, marketing and international business.
When the students get back from their
trip, they are required to complete a multimedia presentation showing what they
have learned economically, culturally and
historically about Mexico.
This year’s trip is from May 16-30, and
Thompson describes it as very intense.

said of his previous tenure as mayor. “Good
decisions begin by identifying the factual basis
and then examining them. For example, for me
to learn about roads, I bought an engineering
books and other informational books that would
assist those decisions.”
Brand also stated that he has vast experience
in ensuring that roads are not in a flood-state and
feels imminently qualified to lay out planning
for the growth of McAllen.
He noted that he would like to build a relationship with college students interested in the
political life, and to open the lines of communication. Brand feels he has much to teach them.
“I am a good teacher. I taught Bible studies
for 37 years, and that is a very serious subject. I
study everything I intend to do,” he said.
Brand mentioned how much strategic planning it took when building the new convention
center and how many thousands of people supported the referendum he and his committees
put forth. He encouraged people to look it up on
the Internet, where the plan is at least 10 pages
long.
One thing Brand wanted to make sure people

understood was that he may look back upon all
the accomplishments that were made during his
leadership, but he feels that there is much work
to do ahead of him.
“It will take a person who cares about this
city deeply enough and have the desire to do it,”
Brand said. “McAllen is a good city, good quality of life, affordable cost of living, and all these
things. McAllen ranks really high; as a matter of
fact, McAllen has the potential to rank first.”
Brand concluded, “I will work with everyone, entirely, if elected, regardless of our past
differences. I will do my best to work with
whoever is on the City Commission, regardless
of anything, in order to make McAllen even better, if you would allow me to serve you.
“I sure will do everything in my power to
have a great working relationship with everyone. I won’t do anything to damage a relationship with any candidate or anyone else because
I want to be able to work with all people for the
good of this city.”
Gary Rodriguez and Rick Godinez are two
other candidates vying to replace current Mayor
Leo Montalvo, who will not run again.

Doing business in Mexico
Cost of the
course is $300 for
the class and $725
for the cost of travel. The trip can be
taken without enrollment in the course
and you can also be
Tequila
a non-student.
Zacatecas
Enrollment is open
now, and there is a
Guadalajara
minimum of 25 to go
Queretaro
and a maximum of 30.
To enroll or for questions
contact William Thompson at 381-2827 or at
thompson@panam.edu. The deadline is April
15. Also, in an effort to keep tourists safe in
Mexico, the country has recently implemented a
toll free complaint number 1-866-557-3232.

Saltillo
Monterrey

San Luis Potosi

Mexico City

Ed Martinez/The Pan American

Guadalajara, the “Silicon Valley of
Mexico,” is one of the students’ favorite
cities, and this is where the group tours
several factories and plants. The class will
arrive in the city of Tequila, where they
will go on a tour of a distillery.
In Mexico City, the class will visit the
national cathedral, National Palace,
Temple Major, Basilica de la Vergen de
Guadalupe, along with various tours of
local businesses. These are just some of the
many things each student will take in
throughout the duration of their trip.
“The kids get a lot out of it. Most kids
have never really been in Mexico,”
Thompson said. “We work with a real good
sampling because we get to see mountains;
we get to see a lot of desert, agricultural
areas and a lot of industrial areas.”
In response to the current reports of
potential dangers in Mexico, Thompson
said that most of the occurrences are right
here on the border and it’s not against

American people, but affects those in the
drug scene.
One of the problems Thompson has
encountered over the past trips to Mexico
was that the tour couldn’t stay too long in
Mexico City.
“The kids just didn’t feel safe in Mexico
City,” he said.
Overall however, Thompson explains,
“I haven’t had any problems in Mexico.”
He doesn’t anticipate any either.
Cost of the course is $300 for the class
and $725 for travel. The trip can be taken
without enrollment in the course and you
can also be a non-student. Enrollment is
open now, and there is a minimum of 25 to
go and a maximum of 30. To enroll or for
questions, contact Thompson at 381-2827
or at wwthompson@panam.edu. The deadline is April 15. Also, in an effort to keep
tourists safe in Mexico, the country has
recently implemented a toll free complaint
number at 1-866-557-3232.
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Health Month emphasizes women’s well-being
Valley organizations help promote a healthy lifestyle

By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Taking care of the heart is not something
a person thinks about while finishing a box
of chocolates from Valentine’s Day. But
since February is Heart Health Month,
many are learning of the risks of cardiovascular disease.
Heart disease is the leading cause of
death among Americans, especially
Mexican-American women. Heart Health
Month is important in the ongoing fight
against cardiovascular disease and prevention.

“Some risk factors for
women include postmenopause, and heredity
can be a factor, but this
cannot be modified.”
-Esperanza Briones,
dietetics coordinator at UTPA
This month went into full swing with the
American Heart Association’s “Go Red for
Women” campaign. Faculty and staff wore
red on Feb. 4 in honor of National Wear Red
Day, to help increase knowledge of heart
disease in women.
“Feb. 4 is a day when Americans nationwide took health to heart by wearing red to
show their support for women’s heart disease awareness,” said Denny Meline, health
education coordinator. “UTPA faculty and
staff united with thousands of Americans in
the national movement to give women
across the nation a personal and urgent

wake-up call about their risk for heart disease, by showing off a favorite red outfit.”
The South Texas Health Systems (STHS)
also participated in Heart Health Month by
holding seminars, nutritional screenings,
blood pressure and glucose checks, and cholesterol and triglyceride of fat level count.
Gilda Romero, STHS associate administrator and McAllen Heart Hospital administrator, said recently in The Monitor, “Our
goal is to help with prevention of heart disease, we recognize it’s the number one
killer (of women) in our country, and with
that our goal is to help the community recognize the risk factors and understand what
steps they can take to have good heart
health.”
Esperanza Briones, dietetics coordinator
at UTPA, explained that heart disease is a
greater concern for women because it
occurs 10 to 12 years earlier in women than
in men.
“Cardiovascular disease is a group of
diseases that include coronary heart disease;
which is myocardial infarction or acute
heart attack, angina pectoris, chest pain or
discomfort caused by reduced blood supply
of the heart,” Briones said. “Along with
hypertension or high blood pressure and
stroke.”
According to Briones, the high prevalence of diabetes and obesity in the Rio
Grande Valley puts the population at risk for
cardiovascular disease. Some symptoms
women may experience are chest pain,
shortness of breath, weakness, fatigue, indigestion and anxiety.
“Some risk factors for women include
post-menopause, and heredity can be a fac-

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

A STRONG PULSE - Sophomore philosophy major Michele Meyers gets her pulse
checked during Health Month activities on campus recently.

tor, but this cannot be modified,” Briones
said. “Others are smoking, elevated blood
cholesterol, hypertension, physical inactivity, excess body weight and body fat, and
diabetes mellitus.”
However, eating healthy and exercising
can prevent heart disease. According to
Meline women and men can lower their risk
of heart disease by 82 percent by leading a
healthy lifestyle.
“Heart disease is a serious matter and is

the number one killer for both men and
women, so for the whole month we promote
things that faculty and staff can do to be
heart healthy,” Meline said.
Briones also suggests having a healthy
eating pattern, limiting fats, and consuming
high fiber diets in order to prevent heart disease. Maintaining a healthy body weight
and desirable blood cholesterol, blood pressure and lipoprotein profile are other factors
in preventing cardiovascular disease.

Interest group fosters bond between members
By MONICA QUINTANILLA
The Pan American
It started out as a group of friends wanting to join an on-campus organization, and
ended up as a new campus group. Thirteen
girls were on the quest for a group that

Courtesy of ILPB

Sign up — (from left) Junior management
major Gabriela Raya and the president of
ILPB, junior art major Griselda Arias, spend an
activity period recruiting other female students
at UTPA, at the student organization fair in
January.

catered to their wants and needs.
They were looking for a group they
could identify with, and that shared their
same values. Not finding what they wanted,
the girls began to search. Through an online
Latino group search center, they came
across Eta Omega Tau Sorority, Inc.
According to its official Web site, Eta
Omega Tau Sorority was established in
1989 on the New York City campus of Pace
University. The group was started by 16
women of various cultural and ethnic backgrounds, who wanted to create an organization to foster the bond between women with
similar interests and goals that would offer
support and guidance. They came together
to create a sisterhood which would be open
to all members and not be biased against
any culture.
One of the factors that drew in the UTPA
group was that it was a multicultural organization. The members decided that they
wanted to join this type of organization.
Furthermore, they wanted to bring this
group to South Texas, but before they could
become a chapter, they had to start as a
group.
With this, the Interested Ladies of the
Pink and Black (ILPB) were born.
The group needed 10 girls to show interest in Eta Omega Tau. Once they did, they

could continue pursuing the sorority. They
also must first go through a pledging
process, and learn everything about the
sorority; what the colors stand for, what the
Greek letters stand for, and several other
things which cannot be revealed because
they are sacred to the sorority and only
members are allowed to know.
“I really can’t go much into detail, I
would be hung,” said Griselda Arias, president of the Interested Ladies, “Because it’s
a rule, that everything in regard to Eta
Omega Tau must remain within us, it’s to be
kept personal, and it shows the unity of the
group.”
The interest group has been together for
about 10 months. In April, they are hoping
to become an official chapter of Eta Omega
Tau. Ten of the 13 group members will be
flying to New York for the Sister Banquet,
where the group will be inducted. The members going will be known as the founders of
the UTPA chapter. Apparently, the group is
also doing this in timely manner.
“A lot of groups take about a year and
half or longer,” said Yajaira Ramirez, vice
president of the group.
“I think we’ve been able to accomplish it
faster because we’ve worked really hard and
we’ve worked together. We’ve had our
problems but we were able to overcome

because of our unity.”
Once the group is official, members hope
to bring the news to the community. Their
motto is that they will be better people and
leaders if they help and learn from others.
The mission statement falls in stride: “By
helping others, you help yourself.”
One of the first events they will host is
“Portrait of a Women,” March 3. The group
feels that there are not enough tributes to
women or celebrations of their accomplishments. This is their way of empowering
women living in what they call a “man’s
world.” The ILPB is inviting women they
hold in high esteem, such as prominent
businesswomen to come and speak to the
women of UTPA and the community. The
group will soon be advertising the event,
which will take place at the Student Union.
Currently, the university has five other
sororities on campus. Eta Omega Tau will
be the sixth, once the group receives its letters.
The group is holding on strong to the
original 13 members, but they are hoping to
expand. The hope for Arias and the rest of
the organization is that once they become an
official sorority, more females will join.
“A lot of people don’t want to be a part
of an interest group, they want to be a part
of a sorority,” Arias said.
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A first-year college student cast in a
lead role in UTPA Theatre’s newest play
By AMANDA GARCIA
The Pan American
A taste of Broadway is coming to The University of TexasPan American as the play
“Proof” opens at the Jefferson
Theater. “Proof” is directed by
communication professor Eric
Wiley.
“Proof” will start at 8 p.m.
Feb. 23-26 as well as Feb. 27 at 2
p.m.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning
“Proof” was written by David
Auburn and originally produced
by the Manhattan Theater Club
off Broadway in October 2000. It
explores the life of a young
woman named Catherine, who is
not only dealing with the passing
of her genius mathematician
father, Robert, but also the arrival
of her headstrong sister, Claire.
Catherine must also confront the
affections of one of her father’s
former students, Hal, who is trying to make sense of the 103

notebooks he left behind.
Throughout the play, Catherine
struggles to find herself and prove
to everyone that she has not gone
mad.
“The students in my literature class responded very favorably to the play,” said Wiley.
“This made me think that the play
might speak to our audiences.”
UTPA’s version of “Proof”
stars Araceli Lopez, freshman
theater/TV/film major. Freshmen
are rarely chosen for lead roles at
UTPA. However, Wiley picked
Lopez because of the drive and
enthusiasm that she puts into
playing Catherine.
“Araceli brings passion to
her acting,” Wiley said. “It is
always a privilege to direct someone like that. Freshmen everywhere can be proud of her.”
Lopez feels that the opportunity to play Catherine has really
humbled her in a lot of ways.
“I never got to play any leads
in high school,” Lopez said. “I

always put my education first, but
this opportunity has made me
more confident in myself and I’m
having so much fun doing it.”
The play also stars Albert
Garza, a drama teacher at
Economedes High School, as
Robert. Theater/TV/film majors
Michael Moore and Monica Ruiz
play Hal and Claire, respectively.
The stage manager is David
Bocardo and sound manager is
Jay Juarez. “Proof” is set on the
back porch and small backyard of
a home in Chicago.
“The actors are working well
together,” Wiley said. “They have
worked hard and have shown a
strong commitment to the play.
We plan to come out of the gate
running on opening night.”
Faculty, staff and students
get one free admission with a
valid UTPA ID. The box office
will be open one hour prior to the
show so that tickets can be purchased. For more information call
the box office at (956) 381-3581.

AMOROUS EQUATIONS—
Araceli Lopez and Michael
Moore play Catherine and
Hal

in

the

University

Theatre’s production of the
award-winning

show

“Proof.” The Broadway version of the play won the
2001 Tony Award for Best
Play and the 2001 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. The performance

will

Wednesday

be

next

through

Sunday in the Albert Jeffers
Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

Theatre.

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

AROUND TOWN
Film
Feb. 17 at 7 p.m.
Place: Cine El Rey in McAllen
Event: Monty Python’s “The Meaning of
Life” will be showing, followed by a discussion by the UTPA Philosophy
Department.
Phone: (956) 971-9829

Expo
Feb. 18 & 19 at 10 a.m.
Place: McAllen Chamber of Commerce
Event: Artisans from Mexico will sell
and exhibit handmade crafts, such as
Talavera pottery, rustic furniture, silver
jewelry and home decor.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

Literature
Feb. 19 at 8 p.m.
Place: Art Awakenings in McAllen
Event: Authors Steve Vera
(“Axtlanadu”), Javier Garza (“Creepy
Creatures and others Cucuis”)
andEnrique Cabrera (“Empieza con
Uno”) are putting on Literature Night.

Hypnotist
Feb. 24 at 7 p.m.
Place: La Villa Real Special Events
Center in McAllen
Event: World-renowned hypnotist John
Milton returns to La Villa Real for the
third time.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
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Usually, one thinks glitz, glamour, red
carpets, limousines, Hollywood, Los
Angeles and New York, but never McAllen
or Edinburg, never the Rio Grande Valley.
But there are four very determined personalities trying to change that. They are doing as
much as they can to shine a light on the talent that is nestled extreme South Texas.

VALLEYW
OOD
Local filmmakers
take strides to make
the area’s cinema
known

THE STUDENT FILMMAKER
Fernando A. Flores, 22, of Mission,
attends The University of Texas-Pan
American, but has not declared his major.
His only passion is filmmaking, and though
he has never taken any film classes he has
learned a lot through other mediums.
“I have learned everything [I know] by
watching films and working on other, more
professional productions for people,” Flores
said. “I have learned in those productions
and from the filmmakers that inspire me,
and I have put those things into practice for
my own projects.”
He has written and directed three short
films; the most recent is “Grounded,” which
takes the viewer into the lives of two female
roommates who inevitably face trouble living with a friend. One can only imagine the
drama that ensues.
The film is shot in black and white,
because if shot properly the outcome is a
“beautiful” one, Flores said. His filmmaking
can be traced back to the age of 16, but what
triggered the interest is unknown.
“I don’t remember why or how the passion for cinema in me started,” said Flores,
who added that his passion is true through
his work and drive to make films.
“ I decided to shoot this project because
I believe that if a person calls themselves a
filmmaker, they have to make films,” Flores
said. “Just like a person who calls themselves a mechanic has to fix cars, no?”
Flores said that at times there might not
be enough money to produce a film, but nevertheless he says that should be no excuse.
“Those are the projects where you fight
best, and this is what this project
(“Grounded”) was,” he said. “It’s the only
good fight worth fighting.”
MEXICA ENTERTAINMENT
This company is based out of
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico and
Brownsville. Mexica Entertainment’s main
market is the Mexican and Spanish-speaking
teenage viewing audience. The company is
headed by 37-year-old Arnie Rodriguez,

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
who also works in retail, and Marcela
Villareal-Lamas, a 21-year-old sophomore
psychology major. The two came together
through the Adelante Program at UTPA,
when Rodriguez shared his script with
Villareal-Lamas. From there the two got to
work.
The film they are working on is called
“El Gato Chido,” or “The Cool Cat.” The
story is about Diego, a young man in his last
year of “prepa,” the equivalent of high
school in the States. The film is a comingof-age story in the romantic teen comedy

“I decided to
shoot this project
because I believe
that if a person
calls themselves a
filmmaker, they
have to make
films.”

Fernando A. Flores,
Undeclared Major

genre.
“I wrote this story in April or May of
2004,” said Rodriguez, who noted that while
most films start as short films, this story idea
went straight into a feature film form. Once
he showed Villareal-Lamas the script, she
began to tweak the storyline.
“I revised and added some characters,
changing a bit of the script,” VillarealLamas said.
After Rodriguez taught her about producing, Villareal-Lamas decided to skip the
acting for this film and dive straight into it.
She did theater at McAllen High School and
when she was younger performed in plays in
Monterrey.
“El Gato Chido” will primarily be
filmed in Matamoros and Brownsville.
Filming is scheduled to start in March, and
the film is expected to be released to
Mexican and local theaters in the fall.
THE LATIN FEMALE DIRECTOR
Filmmaking has traditionally been a

male-dominated industry, but 34-year-old
Mission native and 1992 UTPA communication graduate Melinda Marroquin has set out
to change the industry mold. She is directing
“Lycan Rising,” a film with a science-fiction
twist, that is a first in a string of horror
movies by Phoenix Productions, which
Marroquin works with. It is about a Gothic
band whose six members are werewolves on
the run from a nosy private investigator.
“I enjoy horror movies. I’m not by any
means an expert,” Marroquin said.
“However, from research we’ve done, horror movies like the ‘Grudge’ and
‘Underworld,’ do really well.”
She said that doing scary films not only
generates good money, but the production
process is exciting.
“They’re just fun to do!” Marroquin
said.
Carter Robinson and C.H. Morris, producers of Phoenix Productions in McAllen,
approached Marroquin and had her in mind
to kick off the first project.
“I’m interested in putting out an entertaining product,” she said.
Marroquin plans to stay in the independent movie industry because she finds
more originality in the that scene.
“The difference between a movie star
and an actor is that movie stars make the
movies that will make them $20 million a
picture,” Marroquin said. “Whereas, a true
actor will take a pay cut because the script
and story are good. The people working on
this project [‘Lycan Rising’] it really means
something to them.”
Phoenix Productions hopes to film several more films. From movies about suspense, the supernatural, or thrillers, they
plan to film them in the Valley.
“I feel Texas has got a really good indie
scene going on and we’re trying to bring that
to the Valley,” Marroquin said.
There are a lot of talented actors here,
but all of them have the same pre-conceived
notion that there are no opportunities in the
Valley.
“I believe that fear is a big motivator –
you just let yourself get to that point and
break out of that shell and just let yourself
go,” Marroquin said.
ADVICE FROM THE FACULTY
Jack
Stanley,
professor
of
theatre/film/TV and journalism at UTPA,
said that his biggest accomplishment,
besides winning several awards for film and
screenplay, has been the students he has
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helped through teaching.
“It’s easy to say, ‘Those who can, do;
those who can’t, teach,’” Stanley said. “But
it has turned out that my life has been more
about teaching than doing; although I consider my teaching to be a ‘doing’ of considerable value.”
The theatre/film/TV faculty will be having a showing of the best student films at a
date to be determined; the faculty is still
accepting submissions and needs to view
materials that have been submitted for rating
purposes.
Stanley’s advice to young filmmakers is
to be original.
“Don’t copy what you see being done in
the theaters, on DVDs and on TV,” he
stressed.
People who duplicate things seen on the
screen often make the mistake of copying
big blockbuster films with a small budget,
which leaves the amateur filmmaker with a
very poor film, according to Stanley.
“Any filmmaker who wants to make a
name for him or herself needs to make films
which are unique and have a distinct voice
of their own,” he said. “Hollywood already
has a John Woo and a Chris Van Sant – it’s
not looking for another.”
Young filmmakers often make poor
judgment about the cast, and the sound production is always lacking.
“Casting friends and family who can’t
act will never equal a professional film,”
Stanley said. “And sound which is not professionally recorded, edited, and mixed, will
slap down an otherwise exciting piece of
work.”
Stanley has produced 13 films through
UTPA’s summer television program, a workshop that teaches professional techniques of
filmmaking. He also wrote “Campus
Confidential,” a scandalous novel about student-teacher relationships that leads a campus journalist to become involved in an
unnerving plot.
FINAL CUT
These local filmmakers are determined
to make great films, and to make them in the
Valley. It seems to have taken a while before
anyone in the Valley started this, but now it
is taking off, and may lead to work on bigger and better projects.
For information on Flores’ work, e-mail
him at ragingbollocks@yahoo.com. To view
information on “El Gato Chido” and “Lycan
Rising” in the Valley, visit mexenter.com
and lycanrising.com.
(FROM

LEFT)

Director

M

ovies are an important part of society, as they help
working Americans escape the realities of often
strenuous lives. Movies take the viewer to that special place with that perfect person; or to the end of
the world with only one day to save mankind.
They make hearts race and eyes well up with tears after a dramatic scene or after a montage of hilarious humor that leaves
one crying from laughter.
Story by Selene Garza

–

Melinda

Marroquin and casting director Candi
Mascorro

weed

through headshots
of possible actors.
Gilbert Martinez prepares for his audition. The auditions
were open to community members.
All photos by Omar
Garza/The
American

Pan

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

February 17, 2005

Town Band booms
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American
The McAllen Town Band has been ringing in melodies around the lower Rio Grande
Valley since 1973. The band changed its name
in 1997 to the McAllen Symphonic Band, but
regardless of the name change, members still
refer to themselves as the Town Band.
The band holds up to four seasonal concerts every year—Fourth of July, Christmas
concert, spring and fall show. They also perform separate concerts. Some of the members
will perform in the jazz ensemble while others
work on separate pieces.
On Tuesday, Feb. 22, the group will perform at the McAllen Civic Center at 7:30 p.m.
in celebration of Presidents Day. The concert
will feature “America, the Beautiful,” “George
Washington Bicentennial March” and “The
Stars and Stripes Forever March.”
The band is made up of woodwind instruments (clarinet and flute), brass instruments
(trumpet and trombone) and string instruments
(cello and harp). The 65 musicians come from
all walks of life; some are businessmen or students, but all come together to play for the
love of the music. They practice every
Monday night at 7:30 p.m. weeks prior to a
concert.
Manuel Arambula, a 22-year-old senior
music major at The University of Texas-Pan
American, has played in the band for eight
years. Arambula plays baritone saxophone and
plans to teach music after graduation. He said
that anyone who enjoys playing can go out and

be a part of the band.
“I got recruited in middle school when the
band was looking for a baritone sax player,”
Arambula said.
He called the Town Band office and they
were glad to bring him in as a much needed
sax. The members are volunteers: nobody
receives monetary payment.
“For me, music is an outlet and it’s good
to perform for the fun of it,” Arambula said.
The McAllen Town Band is not exclusively for music majors, teachers or directors.
Erika Garcia, 19, junior biology pre-med
major at UTPA, has been a part of the group
for 18 months, after having played the flute
since she was in sixth grade. Garcia became
involved with them after playing with the
president of the band, Martha Clow, in a
church music group.
“I joined to keep up my playing skills in
an environment that is not very rigorous,”
Garcia said. “It’s just something very nice.”
Garcia also urges anyone who loves to
play and wishes to get some practice time in
their schedules to come out and volunteer with
the Town Band.
“I encourage anybody that wants a place
to practice to come out and play,” Garcia said.
There are cases when some of the members branch out and perform around the Valley.
Garcia recalls a time when some of the band
went around schools and other places playing
music from “Lord of The Rings.”
For more information on the concerts and
their practices visit www.mcallentownband.com/
band-members.shtml.
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Deadline: Monday, February 28, 2005
Submissions to: COAS 211 (Poetry & Prose)
Lamar Bldg., Room 9A (Art & Photos)
For special accommodations, please call 381-3638.

Are you an entering freshman?
Was Fall 2004 your first official full-time semester on campus?
Did you earn a GPA of 3.5 or above?
If you answered yes to these questions

Alpha Lambda Delta Freshman Honor Society
wants you!
If you are interested please join us at our informational meeting on

Feb. 22, 2005
UC307
12-1 p.m.
Food and Door Prizes will be given away, so don’t miss out on your opportunity to
join the only National Freshman Honor Society on campus.
For special accommodations please contact Alpha Lambda Delta at (956) 381-2659.
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ADMISSIONS

continued from page 1

Dulce Aguirre, a senior marketing major at
UTPA, said that some students don’t take college
seriously and shouldn’t be allowed to enroll.
“I hate to put it this way, but there are some
people that are here just to kill time,” the 22-yearold said. “Only those that can perform and that have
shown it on their ACT scores should be considered
for enrollment. UTPA can’t afford to teach them
what they should have learned in high school. It
makes the school look bad.”
What is causing high school students to do so
poorly on the ACT? According to an article published last November in “District Administration,”
an educational leadership magazine for district-level
decision makers in K-12 education, the reason
behind the low scores is a lack of college preparation courses students take during high school.
“Fewer than two-thirds of the class of 2004
who took the exam completed the recommended
four years of English and three years each of math
(algebra and higher), natural sciences and social sciences,” the magazine said.
Valley high schools seem to be doing every-

"I think that when you
have better prepared
students then you will also
retain students at a higher
rate and that will offset
any enrollment decline."
- Dennis McMillan,
Asst. VP, Enrollment and Student Services
thing they can to prepare students for college, and
the area is one of the leaders statewide when it
comes to students graduating under recommended
programs.
Trisha Cowley, head counselor at McAllen
Memorial High School, said that they prepare students for the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills Test (TAKS) and that process parallels preparation for the ACT.
“The TAKS itself is structured quite a bit like
the ACT and our students have been receiving
enough training to score high in all the four areas,”
Cowley said. “I think the University is stepping in
the right direction. Our standards are also coming up
and if we continue to work hard we can help academically prepare our students to meet the new
University’s requirements.”
Considering that the ACT highest possible
score is 36 for each of the four areas, the article suggests that students who reach a score of 24 on the
science portion and a 22 on the math are academi-

cally prepared. This translates to a “C” in college
science and algebra classes.
An article featured in The Monitor last week
stated that the University’s new admission requirements could decrease UTPA’s enrollment rate by
nearly half under the stricter ACT standards expected to take place in six years.
But Dennis McMillan, associate vice president
for enrollment and student services at UTPA, said
that the University will benefit in the long run under
these new admission standards.
“I think that when you have better prepared
students then you will also retain students at a higher rate and that will offset any enrollment decline,”
McMillan said. “We will improve on the drop-out
rate because we’ll have more academically prepared
students. Moreover, students that didn’t meet the initial requirements can work on their deficiencies and
transfer later to complete their four-year degree. “
McMillan stated that students who do not meet
the new standards could find help at South Texas
College (STC) because it offers a wide range of
developmental courses to help students improve
academic skills.
He also said that one of the University’s major
goals is to enhance its status as a research University
status; the new standards will help make that happen.
“If we have more academically prepared
undergraduates we will naturally include more
research into the academic programs,” McMillan
said. “Ultimately, the stature of the institution is
judged by its academic programs and we want to get
to the point where we want to attract top scholars in
certain fields.”
The point has been made: UTPA is raising the
bar. But there are some who disagree with these
new standards and think that ACT test scores
shouldn’t be a critical guide for enrollment, even
though the University considers other areas of a student’s record besides performance on standardized
tests.
Luis O. Garcia, a senior advertising major,
said that ACT scores are not enough to prove that a
student is committed to higher education.
“I disagree with the new standards in part
because they limit the student’s potential. A test
score is not enough to judge how well a student will
do in college,” Garcia said. “Meeting these test
standards say nothing about the overall student performance during high school such as extracurriculars or their motivation.”
However, UTPA enrollment officials consider
ACT scores to be a critical part and are confident
that in the future all aspiring students will understand the importance of their performance on these
tests and will try harder to score higher.
For more information on enrollment requirements visit http://admissions.panam.edu.
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VICTIM

continued from page 1

Gutierrez said. “Same thing with four-way stops.
Pedestrians don’t seem to have the right of way
anymore.”
Despite the heavy noon-time traffic on campus, Gutierrez said that campus police had the situation under control.
According to University Relations, UTPA
Police Chief Howard Miller recently met with
local city officials and representatives from the
Texas Department of Transportation to implement
additional traffic and safety measures in and
around the university. With all the construction
happening on University Drive (also known as
Hwy. 107), traffic has worsened this semester,
and the mass of heavy equipment, uprooted land,
and sudden detours have created delays and con-

fusion.
John Edwards, UTPA vice president for
Enrollment and Student Services, said that the
university sent representatives to McAllen
Medical Center to lend support to the student and
her family.
“We are saddened to hear about this incident
and hope the student will recover quickly,”
Edwards said. “We strive to maintain safety on
campus and provide a secure environment for all
our students. Students, pedestrians and drivers
need to be very careful, especially during this
time of facilities expansion and road construction.”
McAllen Medical Center declined to comment on the condition of the student.

GREAT HEIGHTS —
The U.S. Army invited
students to participate
in
rock
climbing
Tuesday at the Quad.
During the activity hour
representatives handed out information to
those students interested in joining.

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

Classified Ads are now being accepted by
The Pan American
Reach over 17,000 students. Call 956-381-2541 for more information about
placing your Classified Ad.
Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS
Track & Field

This weekend The University of Texas-Pan American men’s tennis
team will go to San Antonio to compete against Texas Tech.
In their latest action the netters recorded their first victory of the
spring season over Nicholls State, taking a 7-0 win.
In the singles matches, the Broncs won five of six. Rehman Esmail
was the only Broncs that had to really compete to obtain the win. He
dropped the first set 6-4, but followed up strong in the next two, 6-3,
and 6-4.
The Broncs would also take the doubles point as they won the
second and third matches. In the second match, Nik Porter and
Alejandro Pacheco Jr. defeated Brandon Fredrick and Alexandru
Silav, 8-2.
The third match featured Pierre Cantu and Gary Bianco, who faced
Josh Chauvin and Colin Campo. The Cantu/Bianco duo was simply
too much for the competition as they won the match, 8-0.
In other action, Nicholls State’s Sebastian Normand and Fabien
Lefranc just edged out UTPA’s Jeremy Salvo and Rehman Esmail, 98.

1, Dameon Smtih,

UNA, 70-04.50. 2, Adam Trainor, Colorado
State, 66-03.75. 3, Isaac Ybarra, UTPA,
66-03.25. 4, Wil Fleming, Indiana Univ., 6303.50. 11. J. C. Crosby, UTPA, 55-10.25.
13, Andrew Ninow, UCLA, 55-06.25. 15,

60 meter hurdles: 1, Richard Phillips,
George Mason, 7.74. 3, Stephanos
Ioannou, Indiana Univ., 7.88. 5, Daniel
Kiss, Memphis, 7.90. 7, Jerome Miller,
Baylor, 7.98. 22, Rashaad Ben, UTPA,
8.12.
WOMEN

Triple Jump (unseeded):

1,

Michelle Bellford, Wisconsin, 41-02.50. 3,
Edra Finley, Tennessee, 41-01.50. 5,
Amanda Huddleston, Colorado State, 4007.75. 7, Portia Nash, Barton Co. CC, 3909.25 9, Cassandra Harding, Memphis, 37-

UTPA Sports Information contributed to this report.
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9

11

6

6

2

33

Ramirez

3 1-1

0-0 0-0-0

0

2

Arriola

8 0-0

3-4 1-2-3

0

3

13 1-4

0-0 1-1-2

1

2

FEB. 15
TEXAS STATE 5, UTPA 0

NSU, 6-2, 6-1.
Nik Porter, UTPA, def. Alexandru Silav,
NSU, 6-3, 6-4.
Rehman Esmail, UTPA, def. Sebastien
Normand, NSU, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Pierre Cantu, UTPA, def. Brandon Fredrick,
NSU, 6-0, 6-1.

Percentages: FG .396 FT, .625, 3-Point 0-

R

H BB RBI AVG

3, .000. Blocked shots: 5 (Pierce 2,

Alamia

4

0

2

0

0

.500

Schamel 1, Arriola 1, Gooden 1).

Flowers

3

0

1

1

0

.333

Turnovers: 20 (Wilson 4, Guin 4, Knerr 3,

Jones

4

0

1

0

0

.250

Cheadle 2, Pierce 2, Reed 2, Roberts 1,

Smith

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Ramirez 1, Arriola 1). Steals: 7 (Cheadle

Saenz

1

0

0

0

0

.000

2, Schamel 2, Pierce 1, Wilson 1, Gooden

Gordon

1

0

1

0

0 1.000

1). Personal Fouls: 25 (Schamel 5, Pierce

Gutierrez

4

0

0

0

0

.000

4, Guin 3, Cheadle 3, Knerr 3, Reed 2,

Pena

3

0

0

1

0

.000

Wilson 1, Roberts 1, Piwonka 1, Arriola 1,

Eichel

4

0

1

0

0

.250

Gooden 1).

Broyles

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Padron

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Totals

30

0

6

2

0

.210

DOUBLES:
NSU,

def.

Salvo/Esmail, UTPA, 9-8.
Porter/Pacheco, UTPA, def. Silav/Fredrick,

Baseball
FEB. 16
TEXAS STATE 6, UTPA 1
UTPA

IP

H

R ER SO

AB

Van Dorn

29 0-3 1-3

0-1-1 4

1

7

2

2

5

21

Andrews

23 1-4 4-7

3-2-5 1

6

Linder

1.0

2

2

2

2

5

Ododa

16 4-4 0-0

1-3-4 0

8

Guerra

2.0

1

1

1

0

6

Lewis

27 7-21 3-4

0-2-2 1

20

Totals

9

10

5

5

7

32

Duncan

39 3-12 1-2

1-2-3 2

7

Fowler

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

R H E

Cooper

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

Wallace

21 1-3 4-4

0-1-1 0

7

Pena

4 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

Duffey

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0 0

0

Lamar

4 0 2 0 0 0 3 3 5 - 17 15 1

Curette

12 0-1 0-0

1-0-1

0

0

UTPA

0 0 2 0 0 1 6 0 0 - 9 13 5

Shaw

11 0-1 0-0

1-1-2

0

0

Win - Stutes (1-0).

Totals

200 20-57 24-35 18-21-39 11 69

Loss - Linder (0-1) Save - None
HBP - by Casares (Gilbertson); by Frisby

Percentages: FG .351 FT, .686, 3-Point 5-

(Lambeth); by Frishby (Crawford); Stutes

16, .313 (Van Dorn 1, Andrews 1, Lewis 1,

(Gordon); by Broyles (Ambort).

Duncan 1, Pena 1). Blocked shots: 3

Attendance: 292

(Ododa 2, Duncan 1). Turnovers: 9 (Lewis
2, Duncan 2, Van Dorn 1, Andrews 1,
GAME 2

Ododa 1, Duncan 1). Steals: 6 (Van Dorn 3,

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 R H E

Lewis 2, Ododa 1). Personal Fouls: 12 (Van

Lamar

4 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 - 9 11 0

Dorn 3, Ododa 3, Lewis 3, Cooper 1, Pena

UTPA

050010010 0-2 6 2

1, Shaw 1).

Win - MacFarland (1-0).

UTPA.................23 24 - 47

Loss - Haines (0-1) Save - None

A&M..................39 30 - 69

HBP - by Erickson (Jones); by

Golf

Rodriguez,M. (Gilbertson). PB - Ambort.
Attendance: 292

Matlock Collegiate Classic
Feb. 14-15

GAME 1
123456789 RHE
Lamar

0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 - 4 11 1

UTPA

100010000-2 6 2

MEN
1. Florida Southern

297 292 283 +8

Win - Harrington (1-0). Loss - Foster (0-1)

2. Georgia College

289 299 286 +10

Save - MacFarland (1)

3. Kansas State

291 298 294 +19

WP - Gordon 2.

4. Univ. Missouri

295 297 292 +20

HBP - by Harrington (Padron)

5. Rollins College

302 301 288 +27

Attendance: 250

6. Lynn University

297 305 293 +31

7. Tenn. Chattanooga 304 305 291 +36

BATTING
AB

R

H BB RBI AVG

3

1

0

1

0

Basketball

3

0

1

0

0

.333

Gordon

4

0

0

0

0

.000

Jones

2

0

0

1

1

.000

Rodriguez, M. 4

0

1

0

0

.250

Rodriguez, P. 3

0

0

0

0

.000

Eichel

0

0

0

0

.000

7. Old Dominion Univ. 304 305 291 +36
9. Middle Tennessee

.333

Alamia

1

FT Reb

5.0

Bianco/Cantu, UTPA, def. Chauvin/Campo,
NSU, 8-0.

FG

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Mason

Chauvin, NSU, 6-0, 6-0.
NSU, 6-0, 6-0.

TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI

PITCHING

Alejandro Pacheco Jr., UTPA, def. Josh
Gary Bianco, UTPA, def. Colin Campo,

5-8 13-24-37 14 47

AB

GAME 3

Jeremy Salvo, UTPA, def. Favian LeFranc,

200 21-53

UTPA

123456789

Normand/LeFranc,

Totals

FEB. 11-13
LAMAR SERIES

SINGLES:

9

Gooden

BATTING

MEN
FEB. 11-13
UTPA VS. NICHOLLS ST.

Flowers

H

Pena

09.50. 11, Tiffanie Jordan, North Texas, 37-

UTPA volleyball tryout session set for Feb. 23
The University of Texas-Pan American women’s volleyball team will
be conducting a tryout session for potential players Feb. 23 at the
UTPA Field House from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Potential players must be full-time UTPA students - currently taking
12 hours or more - in order to be eligible, according to NCAA Division
I rules. A current physical must be on file with the UTPA athletic
training staff before any player is allowed to practice. All players will
also be required to fill out other NCAA forms prior to tryouts.
Players are required to bring their own gear (kneepads, shoes,
etc.). For further information, contact Head Coach Dave Thorn at
(956) 316-7007, or e-mail at thorndm@panam.edu for a physical form
and other necessary paperwork.

0

1

Medley, Texas Tech, 50-03.50.

NSU, 8-2.

Take a Shot

0

1

Jason Morgan, La Tech, 53-10.25 17, Mark

Broncs place 13th at Matlock Classic
Despite some promising performances, The University of TexasPan American men’s golf team finished 13th of 15 teams at the
Matlock Collegiate Classic.
The Broncs’ three-round total of 923 was forged from single day
scores of 312, 316 and 295. This 295-stroke third day showed that as
the team matures, the chance for it to improve is definitely there.
On the final day of competition, it seemed that A.J. Hohn had the
hot hand for the Broncs, as he shot his career best as a freshman of
70. The freshman finished tied for 45th place with a total score of 231
(79-82-70). Kyle Tudi finished in 45th place with his teammate, after
he shot a 76 in the third and final round. Rounding the corner were
sophomore Colin Norris (53rd) and Jeff Hensley (57th). Junior Craig
Berger finished 66th with a total score of 238 (84-79-75).
The top Bronc golfers early on were Norris and Tudi, who finished
tied for 39th place with a combined two-round score of 155. Placing
59th was Hensley who was five strokes back from his teammates
after the first round of competition and then finished with 160 for the
two rounds (80-80). After two rounds of play, Hohn and Berger were
61st and 67th, respectively.
The next round of golf for the UTPA men’s team will be on March 12 at the Roadrunner Invitational in San Antonio.

1

0

PITCHING

06.50.

Norris and Tudi top golfers for Broncs

0

3

IP

TYSON INVITATIONAL

Weight throw:

Men’s tennis finds first victory

4

Smith

FEB. 11-12
MEN

Broncs tennis set upcoming tourney

Zarate

WOMEN’S BOX
FEB 15, 2005
TAMUCC 69, UTPA 47
UTPA
FG

FT Reb

35 8-19 0-0 2-6-8 0

11. Barry University

312 302 302 +52

12. Valdosta St.

316 317 289 +58

13. UT- Pan American 312 316 295 +59

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts
Pierce

305 299 300 +40

10. Va. Commonwealth305 302 304 +47

16

14. West Geogia

305 325 302 +68

15. Francis Marion

322 309 305 +72

SPORTS

February 17, 2005

Page 14

Bobcat star: Guzman shines despite stature
Apparently size doesn’t
matter. Though typically, tall
players are the best in
basketball, that hasn’t stopped
one of the Rio Grande Valley’s
best high school athletes. It may
not have been expected, but the
Valley’s top scorer stands a
shade over five feet tall.
Marah Guzman, a junior
point guard from Edinburg High
School, leads the Valley in many
categories including scoring
even though she is small in
stature. However, what she
lacks in size she more than
makes up for with quickness
and determination. This has
helped her solidify her spot
among the Valley’s best.
“I’m shorter than most girls
so I have to move my hands
differently and I do get stuffed. I
work around it, but I do wish I
was a little taller,” said Guzman.
“I grew an inch over the
summer so I’m growing.”
Guzman has been a threeyear letterman at EHS and
continues to lead not only her
team, but also the Valley in
scoring (25.1 points per game),
and is among the top achievers
in assists (six per game), steals
(5.2 pg.) and rebounds (9.2 per
game). She is one of three
captains on the team despite the
fact that she is only a junior.
She was a first team AllState selection by Texas High
School Magazine and last
season as a sophomore she
earned Offensive MVP honors
for District 31- 4A. Despite her
recent success her teammates
believe she remains a
levelheaded individual and is

very humble about her
accomplishments. Guzman is
one of the reasons the Lady
Bobcats are 30-5 heading into
the state playoffs, but she hasn’t
become a me-first superstar.
“She doesn’t let a lot of
things get to her head, because a
lot of people tell her that she is
good, but she doesn’t let it get to
her,” said senior guard Victoria
Dominguez. “She’s always
trying to improve other players
and always tries to help our post
players.”
Guzman’s talents don’t end
on the hardwood, as she is a
multi-sport athlete.She is
currently involved with both
soccer and basketball. After the
basketball season she will start
with softball. On some days she
even leaves basketball practice
early in order to catch a soccer
game the same day.
“She is a great leader and
motivator, she always gives us
110 percent in everything she
does,” said EHS Coach Raquel
Carmona.
The Lady Bobcats have been
on tear as of late including 12
straight district wins en route to
capturing the District 31-5A
championship. The rising team
matched the school record for
wins with 30 and could break
that mark if they can win tonight
against Laredo Nixon.
Carmona has enjoyed much
success in her tenure at
Edinburg, winning five district
titles in the past six seasons. She
has reached the playoffs in each
of the last six seasons. However
the team has yet to get past the
area round of the playoffs, and
Carmona hopes this year will be
the year.
“It’s a lot of pressure but at

the same time you have to
realize that it would not be
possible without these kids and
these kids have already had two
years together,” said Carmona.
Carmona is currently in her
sixth season and has coached
Guzman for the past three
seasons and believes she can
only improve with time.
Carmona is a 12-year coaching
veteran and was previously at
Hidalgo High School. The
Laredo native was a 1988
graduate of The University of
Texas-Pan American and played
two years for the women’s team
at the university.
There is much at stake for
Carmona personally as she
travels back to her hometown to
face her alma mater tonight in
an area round match up. With a
win the Lady Bobcats will face
the winner of the Laredo
Alexander-Harlingen South
game to be played Friday.
Everyone on the Lady
Bobcats basketball team has
contributed in one way or
another
but
Guzman’s
teammates credit her for much
of the success, not only because
of her scoring but her vocal oncourt leadership.
“Her
overall
drive,
commitment and dedication to
the program and in whatever she
does is tremendous and we as a
staff are very proud of her,” said
Carmona.
The Lady Bobcats have yet
to get over the hump and make
it to the regional tournament, but
Guzman and Co. hope to
change that tonight. When the
season began the Lady Bobcats
had high expectations, and the
team slogan explains it all:
“Chase It.”

Hoops year winding down
Women’s team in search of record

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
The season is winding down for the
Bronc men, who play a game on the road
today before heading into this weekend’s
last two home hoops games at the Field
House. There is little March for this Bronc
team, as Robert Davenport’s squad finishes
the season at IPFW Feb. 27 and in Las
Cruces, N.M. against New Mexico State
March 1.
UTPA (11-12) travels to Alabama to
face the Birmingham Southern Panthers
(12-12) tonight, in an attempt to shake off
a two-game losing slump on the road.
The men are just 1-10 on the road this
season and endured a thorough lashing in
their last game at Vanderbilt, losing 90-54
on Feb. 7. The Commodore defense held
the Broncs to 39 percent shooting overall
and 22 percent behind the three-point arc.
In Birmingham, they face a Panther
team statistically equal, in most respects,

to UTPA considering that Birmingham
averages 44.7 percent from the field and
66.1 points a game. The Broncs average 69
points a game and shoot 41.6 percent from
the floor.
The last two home games, Feb. 19 and
21, are against Central Baptist and Utah
Valley State.
Meanwhile, the women are trying to set
a school record for wins and they are close
to doing so despite a loss to Texas A&MCorpus Christi Tuesday. The team is 12-11
following that defeat and now gets a
rematch against the Lady Islanders Feb. 22
at home and then faces IPFW Feb. 26 on
the road.
Deann Craft’s team is pointing to the
National Independent Tournament March
3-5 in Orem, UT., as what they hope will
be the crowning achievement of a banner
year. If they can manage to finish above
.500, it will mark the first time the history
of the program that this has happened.

Special to The Pan American

BLOCK THIS - Edinburg High School junior Marah Guzman (14) tries to score against
Harlingen High School in a game this season. The Lady Bobcats won 30 games this
season and play in the area round of the playoffs tonight against Laredo Nixon.

UTPA MEN’S HOOPS STATS
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

(as of Feb. 17)
TEAM RECORD
11-12 (10-2 HOME; 1-10
ROAD)
TEAM STATS
UTPA

OPP

SCORING
69.0

71.4

FG %
41.6

44.5

3-PT %
35.1

36.4

FT %
69.7

64.9

REB
37.8

34.0

TO
16.9

14.0

SCORING
SANCHEZ
FAGAN
GEDMINAS
BERRY
CASTILLO
MONTALVO
EAST

16.1
9.8
9.1
8.6
8.3
8.2
7.3

REBOUNDING
GEDMINAS
EAST
FAGAN
MONTALVO
BERRY

6.4
5.0
4.9
4.3
3.4

ASSISTS
SANCHEZ
MONTALVO
BERRY
FAGAN

3.8
3.3
2.5
1.5

BLOCKS
LANGE
GEDMINAS
FAGAN

15
14
11

FG PERCENTAGE
LANGE
GEDMINAS
EAST
TRADER

64.1
53.3
49.2
45.3

THREE-POINTERS
MADE
CASTILLO
51
SANCHEZ
39
BERRY
29
MONTALVO
25
FAGAN
14
FT PERCENTAGE
SANCHEZ
EAST
BERRY
FAGAN
MONTALVO

88.0
85.1
74.7
74.4
71.9

STEALS
MONTALVO
FAGAN
BERRY
EAST
CASTILLO

28
27
21
14
14

UTPA HOOPS REMAINING GAMES
MEN RECORD: 11-12
(10-2 HOME, 1-10 ROAD)
FEB. 17 AT BIRMINGHAM SOUTHERN
FEB. 19 CENTRAL BAPTIST
FEB. 21 UTAH VALLEY STATE
FEB. 27 AT IPFW
MAR. 1 AT NEW MEXICO STATE

WOMEN RECORD: 12-11
(7-3 HOME; 3-8 ROAD; 2-0 NEUTRAL)
FEB. 22 A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI
FEB. 26 AT IPFW
MAR 3-5 NATIONAL INDEPENDENT
TOURNAMENT AT OREM, UT.

Eduardo Martinez /The Pan American

By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
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Lights out: Scoreboard issue pending
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
It hovers above every basketball and volleyball
game, imposing but impotent. There are no lights
on, and there haven’t been any for 18 months.
The large scoreboard rests above center court at
the UTPA Field House, but doesn’t display the
time left in a contest, or the fouls situation for a
current game.
The scoreboard is 35 years old, just like the
gym. Jim Lancaster, assistant athletic director for
sports medicine, is the veteran of the school’s
athletic department and has witnessed many
changes in the program, including the addition of
new scoreboards in the Field House. He explains
the situation.
“About a year and a half ago the NCAA
implemented a rule change that said that facilities
had to be able to accommodate tenths of a second
on the clocks,” said Lancaster. “We looked into
the feasibility of upgrading or retro-fitting that
scoreboard with that type of mechanism, so that
it would have those tenths of a second that are
required.”
Unfortunately for UTPA the scoreboard was
unable to accommodate the upgrade to NCAA
standards, so the University was forced to
purchase smaller scoreboards that are at each end
of the gym. They are tiny in comparison to the
old one, and force fans to look to the side
constantly, like at a tennis match, instead of
straight up.
“We were actually going to use those (new
scoreboards) in conjunction with this (larger
one), but there is no way you can get those two
units in sync,” said Lancaster. “You can’t have
one clock saying one thing and the other clock
saying another.”
An electrical issue also prevented the old,
larger scoreboard from being used.
“We only have so many breakers of a certain
size,” said Lancaster. “The electricians didn’t
have the capability of adding another breaker, so
the new scoreboards basically occupy the
breakers that we used for the older one, so that
one is no longer operable.”
The thought of replacing the large scoreboard
was also considered, but obstacles prevented that
from happening.
“We would have loved to have a scoreboard
similar to the old one, but there are some

complications in re-wiring,” Lancaster said. “A
lot of that stuff has to be wired in to the floor.
When this place was built all the electrical wiring
was put into the walls and the floor. You would
have to pull cables and wires through the floor to
access stuff that hasn’t been touched in 35 years.
It s a little scary in itself because you don’t know
what kind of issues you might run into.”
According to Lancaster, replacing the
scoreboard with a similar model would cost
$30,000 to $40,000. The 35-year-old scoreboard
has had some problems over the years, but
Lancaster feels overall it
served its purpose well.
“There have been
plenty of times during
volleyball games where
people are serving the
ball or playing the ball
and it hits the scoreboard.
It affects the play,” said
Lancaster. “There have
been times when people
have to make a half-court
pass for a last-second
shot and the ball hits the
scoreboard. Little things
like that (have happened),
but we’ve done well with
it. We got our money’s
worth out of it.”
Currently UTPA uses
the
scoreboard
to
promote sponsors.
Another reason there
has been reluctance to
purchase
a
new
scoreboard is that a new
arena could be a
possibility in the near
future. A new gym might
make the University’s
goal of admission into a
conference a better bet.
“There is the thought
process that no one is
going to go and spend
another $30,000 to
$40,000 on a brand new
scoreboard when the
facility is 35 years old,

Marcos Cervantes /The Pan American

INACTIVE - The massive 35-year-old scoreboard at the UTPA Field
House has not worked all season.

and there is possibility that in the near future the
university might potentially build a new facility,”
said Lancaster. “The university has been looking
at that over the years. Even if a new facility is
built, you wouldn’t necessarily be able to take a
new scoreboard out and put it in a new building.”
According to new Athletic Director Scott
Street, who takes over March 1, UTPA has
quality athletic facilities.
“Our facilities are good. We have a great
baseball stadium, great track, and the field house
is great too,” said Street. “UTPA facilities are

very comparable to those of universities that are
in athletic conferences.”
When someone first walks into the Field
House, the larger scoreboard may be one of the
more noticeable aspects of the building, but
Lancaster feels that the current models in use are
very efficient.
“These scoreboards function very well.
They’re very visible to everybody in the field
house and they are modern,” said Lancaster.
“They are in solid state, and they are
upgradeable.”
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UTPA lifters powering up Broncs come home
Most university powerlifters
compete with minimal applause.
There are no stadium lights, no
cheering masses or timeouts.
Often, competitions hinge on nearperfect performances hinting at the
cutthroat nature of the contests that
occur only a few times a year.
These kinds of championships,
though possibly well known in
powerlifting circuits, often pass
with little notice but on April 16-17
UTPA will compete in its first-ever
USA Power-Lifting Collegiate
National Championship in Baton
Rouge, LA.
The event, which will attract
schools from around the nation, is
one of the largest collegiate
powerlifting contests of the year,
consisting of only three events;
squat, bench press, and deadlift.
Contenders compete in all three
events.
“It’s the granddaddy of them all
for collegiate [competition],” said
Coach Cody Colchado, who
despite being deaf and blind is a
former world champion in the
International Blind Powerlifting
Federation in 1996, 1999, and
Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American
2000.
This inaugural year, UTPA DEAD LIFT - Martin Contreras works out recently at the UTPA
sends one lone athlete after 8-to-10 weight room in preparation for an upcoming meet.
weeks of training, solely for the
right to qualify for the competition. ongoing with potential qualifiers Powerlifting Championships in
Senior Martin Contreras, who coming in on their own time to Palm Springs, CA.
Additionally, in competitions,
is about 5-feet-3-inches tall, lifted a improve their lift.
Colchado said anyone can join. participants are divided by weight
combined weight of 908.7 pounds
“Basically it’s all individuals and age, Contreras said his current
on Feb. 5 at the USA Power
Lifting Texas State Bobcat right now and our team is really score is ranked number one. At the
Invitational in San Marcos in order pushing to get a club going,” he USAPL in February, his deadlift
to gain the right to compete in the said. “It’s really interesting weight of 512 pounds ranked
132-pound weight division in because we’ll find out who’s the number one in his age division. His
one really dedicated to the sport bench press of 330 pounds also
Baton Rouge.
ranked number one, and he ranked
According to the general rules because they’ll continue with it.
“Really it takes a lot of third by squatting 429 pounds.
of the International Powerlifting
“I enjoy doing it,” Contreras
Federation, athletes are allowed discipline, sacrifice along with
three attempts on each lift. The school work, obviously that’s said. “I recommend anyone else
lifter’s best attempt counts toward number one, but it’s a good way to who wants to do it, age doesn’t
the final competition total. Those release your stress,” Colchado matter, start any time you want.”
Robert Contreras and Colchado
who fail to achieve a total are said.
The
group
started
early
last
both
bring fresh experience from
removed from competition
“You have to do it one time semester with 10 people, three of the upper ranks of powerlifting.
correctly,” Contreras said. “You whom qualified and competed in After years of competing, and
November. The group now has winning, Colchado said he has
can’t mess up at all.”
He points out the basics of four regular members after the fall special motivation whenever he
competition and is spearheaded by attempts a big lift despite his
competing.
“There’s a really good physical Colchado and Coach Robert apparent handicap.
“I visualize children, people I
aspect, it’s a foundation type of Contreras, 57, who have been
working
together
for
five
years.
know
in wheelchairs, helping me
sport,” Contreras said, referring to
“We have a good group and we pick up the bar,” said Colchado. “I
positioning the body properly to
lift massive weight. “It’s getting went to competition together and it visualize them with me and we’re
the full amount of potential out of was good,” said Robert Contreras, competing together.”
a two-time national champion in
Colchado said that, as a coach,
the muscles.”
his
age
division.
“[But]
We
have
to
he
is proud to see his group
What Contreras called “body
dedicating time, and said it’s
mechanics,” refers to the technique work together.”
Contreras, who took up gratifying to see them win. He
of moving properly; it’s using the
competing
in his fifties, will said, “you can’t buy that
body correctly to lift well beyond
participate May 20-22 in the experience, you have to see it for
the lifter’s body weight.
Masters
National yourself.”
As a result, workouts are USAPL
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This weekend the Broncs will have
another tough test, as they will take on
Arizona in a three-game series Friday
through Sunday at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium.
The squad the Broncs (2-7) will be
playing this weekend is currently ranked
No. 10 in the nation. On Tuesday night
Arizona won in the 14th inning against
rival Arizona State as a two-out, two-run
home run gave them the win and a 7-0
record in 2005.
This will be the second top ten team the
Broncs have played in the past two weeks.
The first one was top-ranked Texas, which
beat the Broncs, 7-1, in Austin. Coach
Willie Gawlik said that he set up the
schedule this way so that his team would
get the chance of making it to the playoffs
at the end of the season. Playing tougher
competition might get the independent
Broncs a chance at the NCAAs.
UTPA comes into the Arizona series on
a 6-game losing streak, after dropping
three straight to national powerhouse
Lamar and two to Texas State. Last
weekend the Broncs had their hands full
against Lamar, losing two close games but
then getting blasted, 17-9, in the final
match.
“We played hard during the Lamar
series,” said Gawlik. “We overcame
adversity several times during that series.”
On Tuesday, the team traveled up to
San Marcos to take on the Bobcats for the
second time this season. In their first
outing against Texas State, in the UTPA
Classic, the Broncs had a hard time
keeping it together defensively, and lost 90.
The Broncs have struggled in the field,
with 20 errors so far, and have a team

earned run average over 6.00.
In Tuesday’s second chance against the
Bobcats, the case was somewhat the same
as the Broncs lost 5-0. It seemed that the
offense couldn’t help the starting pitching,
managing just six hits. Veteran outfielder
Louie Alamia had the best night for the
Broncs, going 2-for-4 at the plate. Dane
Mason struck out five in five innings but
took the loss to fall to 0-3 for the season.
“I haven’t put much though into this
weekend, all my focus is against Texas
State,” Gawlik said, before the Arizona
series.
Wednesday afternoon the Broncs
played their second and final game of the
series against Texas State, but the outcome
didn’t seem to go much better as they
dropped their sixth straight game. Starting
pitcher Cesar Pena of Harlingen had a
tough night as he allowed two runs on
three hits in his three innings of work.
Danny Frisby came in on relief and
allowed just one run in three innings.
Closing off the game was Ricky Broyles
who allowed three runs on five hits during
his two innings on the hill.
The Broncs have played five games in
seven days, leaving only two days for
practice. Monday was one of those days
that the Broncs were game free, but
Gawlik said that he gave them the day off.
As the Arizona Wildcats come to town,
the UTPA baseball team will be looking to
end the losing streak. This will be a tough
feat to accomplish against a national
power. The starting pitchers for the first
two games of the Arizona series are
currently undetermined. Gawlik said that it
isn’t certain, but Mason is probable for
game three on Sunday.
The first pitch of the three-game home
stand against Arizona will be thrown at 7
p.m. on Friday at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium.

Arizona Series
Game One: Fri. Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.
Game Two: Sat. Feb. 19 at 2 p.m.
Game Three: Sun. Feb. 20 at 1 p.m.
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